METAPHYSICAL POETRY

Biography and Criticism.

The classic Life of Donne is that of Izaak Walton, first pub. with
the 1646 ed. of his sermons (see p. 303). In 1899, E. Gosse pub. his
important Life and Letters of John Donne. G.H.E.L. Vol. VII, con-
tains an important study by H. J. C. Grierson, and there is also
a valuable introd. to Grierson's ed. of the Poems. Miss M. Ramsay's
Les Doctrines Medieuales chez Donne, 1916, is a study of Donne's use
of medieval philosophical doctrines, and Donne the Craftsman by
P. Legouis (O.U.P. 1921) is an important critical essay. There is
much suggestive criticism in A Garland for John Donne ed. T.
Spenser (Harvard, 1931, and in J. E. V. Crofts's John Donne
(E.S.M.E.A. XXII, 1936). See also the works mentioned under
'General Studies' above.

GEORGE HERBERT (1593-1633)

Herbert pub. nothing in his lifetime except a few poems in
Latin and Greek in contemporary anthologies. On his deathbed
he bequeathed to his friend Nicholas Ferrar a small MS. vol. of
poems. This was The Temple, Sacred Poems and Private Ejaculations^
first pub. in 1633, Numerous edd. were pub. up till 1709, and it is
said that over 20,000 copies were sold by 1670. A few other poems
in English and Latin (including the two sonnets addressed to his
mother, pub. in Walton's Life] survive. In 1652 his delightful prose
work A Priest to the Temple^ or the Country Parson was pub. in a vol.
called Herbert's Remains with a short Life of Herbert by Barnabas
Oley, and a tract called Jacula Prudent ium. Later edd. of The
Countty Parson appeared in 1671 and 1675, modern ed. by H. C.
Beeching (1908 and 1916).

Herbert's Works were first pub., with notes by S. T. Coleridge,
by Pickering in 1835. Another ed. by R. A. Wilmot appeared in
1854 and was rptd. several times. Grosart ed. the complete works
in his Fuller Worthies Library (1874). A facs. ed. of The Temple
appeared in 1876 and was rptd. 1893. The most notable modern
ed. is that of The English Works by G. H. Palmer (1905, 1907,
1915) with an elaborate commentary, where an attempt is made
to arrange the poems in chronological order. There are also edd.
by the G.U.P. and in Ev. Lib. and W.G. A new ed. by F. E.
Hutchinson for the O.U.P. is in preparation.

Biography and Criticism.

The earliest authority is Izaak Walton's Life (see above),
A study of George Herbert and his Times by G. G, Hyde was pub. in
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